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A POSTSCRIPT. 
To the Paper of HUMILIATION. 


HAT Religion and Vertue do greatly conduce to the 
Weal and Happineſs of Kingdoms, States, and of all 


Fl 


Societies of Men, as well as of (ingle Perſons; and Irreligion, Bn 
Profanenels, Vice and Debauchery, to their Diſſolution and \/7 jj #41 
Deſtruttion, hath been obſerved by Philoſophers and Wife {#50 


Men in all Ages: And that they have both a Natural Ten- 
dancy thereunto, and are moreover often direCted by a ſpe- 


cial Providence of God 1n concurrence with other cauſes to \ / ;.,, . - nl 
thoſe Ends, I have both by domeſti&t Examples and Reaſons, NV] 47-4 
as far as I thought neceſſary in ſo plain a Caſe, ſhewed in the | # | 
Caveat before mentioned. In which taking notice of the Wi 


great Degeneracy and Corruption of the Manners of thisNa- 
tion,I alſo ſhewed that our late Extraordinary,though unde- 
ſerved, Deliverance did in a more ſpecial manner oblige us to a 
ſpeedy & effeQtual Reformation thereof: An4 that we couldnot 
expect but that the Negle@t thereofunder ſuch ſpecial Obli- 
gations would be attended with ſome obſervable Diſappoint- 
ments or Obſtrufions in our Councils and the Courſe of our 
Afairs, as we have ſeen it hitherto fall out. To this our 
Solema Thankſgiving added a further ſpecial Obligation; and 
the not doing it thereupon doth beyond all queſtion aggravate 
the Fault of our Neglett, whereupon I preſumed torepreſent 
the Caſe briefly 1n a particular Dedication of thoſe Papers to 
the Kiny, And when we had another Solemn day appointed 
tor Faſting and Praying for God's Blefſing upon our Forces in 
the Warr againſt the French King, which certainly adds ano- 
ther Obligation, it was but a reaſonable Proſecution of the 
{ame honeſt Deſign to note briefly the Neceſſity of making a 
Publick Reformation a Concomitant of ſuch a Publick Humi. - 
liation. Toall this I will now add theſe few Conliderations: 
They ,vho have any real Love to their Country,be their Relig1- 
on what it will, it they will acquit themſelves but like men 
aha. | A | of 
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of ſenſe and reaſon,ought certainly to endeavour the promoti- 
on of ſuch a Publickt warp ap Ac the promoting of ſome 
o00d and EffeQual Laws for that purpoſe, even upon ' Civil 
Conſiderazions, as a thing-tending by a_natural Efficacy.to 
make the People much better either $ Peace.or Warr, and 
for the Common Benefit and Adyantage of the nee norſy 
ty. And for an Experiment of the truth of this we need not go 
fr from home, or from our own times. Tt will be ſuffici 

but to refle&t back, and conſider well the different. Morals of 
mn wo Parties in our late Civil Warrs, and their different 

ucceſs. - | 
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ought the more to be luſpetenl, ” : aig 
And for thoſe who are MR of Religion, and' more particu- 
larly thoſe of the. Church'oF Enp and;beſides the Obligations 
and Confiderations before* mentioned, the Common Prayers of 
the Church which are daih uſed, and in each Houſe of Par- 
liament, as they do afto Se PT NO Are there prefent a - 
daily Admonition of cheis Od, o are they. in my apprehen- 
ſion a ſpecial and great obNgation upon them. to it. For to 
pray that God will be plealed zo direct and proſper all theirCon-. 
ſultations to the Advancement of his Glory, &c. and never. ſo 
much as enterinto anyConfultation for the effeQual reſtrain 
ing the AbominableProfanation of his moſt holyNameby all 
ſorts of people throughout the whole Nation,and'moſt impu- 
dent and preſumptuous violation of his Laws; to pray the 


ia riot wryy vy rheirEndeavouts HurRets-” 
ion & Piety may be Eſtabliſhed,atl 'neveruſt any Endearours 

r'the ſuppreſſing of 16 common 'and' notorious Impieties 
inthe Nation; What is it but'to add” Impiety to Impiety, to- 
rurn Religion info meer” Formality, and infted of procuring” 
a' Bleſſing to help to fill up the,Meaſbre of our Sins and pull 
down the Judgments we have reaſon to fear, the' ſooner upon 
us; And the like obſervations may, be made upon the occaſs- 
onsl!'Prayers'and Confeſſions purpoſely compoled'for the late 
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- And for thoſe, who perhaps may think better of ſome /e- 
parate Churches,certainly they would take it-amiſs if we ſhould 
queſtion whether they do conſtantly Pray for God*sDirection 
and Bleſſing upon this Parliament,or leſs then is expreſſed in 
the Common Prayers: And if they come not behind in their 
Prayers, and yet are as backward th theit”Conſultations and: 
Endeavours, I ſee not how they are one jot' more excuſable; 
but muſt necceſſarily fall: into the ſame *Condemnation, if nor 
greater for having deſerted'the Church and'yet be no better. 
And' theſe few Qu&on5 T would propoſe' to them all, who 
pretend to be ChriftiAfis? Whether they, can hope forany good | 

ſucceſs in this Undertakinig wirhout 'Gods Bleſſimg,unleſs it be 
ſuch as God ſom&rimnes gives to wicked men, whom he uſerh 
for-the corre&ton. of 'athers ? Whether there be nor ſuch. 
a era Sh Sas, , which may provoke him., 
ro withdraW*his Preſence, and withhold" his Bleſſings from 
Chriſtians ®H$\yell's$ from others; untill they be'rremoved ? 
' Whether there be not reaſon to believe that this Nation is Po- 
lated and defiled and entatigled in ſome fuch National Sins'and 
Curſed Things, which may obſtruct the Divine Bleſſing?” 
whether their unaccountable flow,orRetroprade' Courſe of our 
Afﬀairs {( no” leſs to'be admired than ; the © precedent eaſy 
Revolution, may not with reaſon be reduced and'imputed to: 
ſome ſuch ſecret cauſe.? And whether a. diligent: /#27c4 into. 
that remoter Hut moſt. prevalent Caule;” Oi, ſpeedy and ef-* 
feftual Reformailon"of what'is amiſs, bÞ dot the moſt\proper- 
buſineſs to begin with,” (if we do- indeed depend more. upon: 
ads Bleſing, now under ſuch invitivg Circumſtances, than- 
ry Cores _ UPLIL: 
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upon our own ſhallow and ineffeQtual Policies) to compleat a 
happy Progreſs of our Aﬀairs? IE RE. 

This, if it was done to purpoſe, as it eaſily may, and 
ought to be, would ſoon produce a great Alteration by the 
Bleſſing of God in the Courſe of our Aﬀairs for the better, 
Magnanimity,and Courage is the part and duty of a Chrifti- 
an, asmuch as of an upright Judge or a Souldier : and if we 
wall ever ſhew it, now is the time. | If we baſely fear the. 
lo of a few debauched Miniſters, Gentlemen or Souldiers, 
we ſhall really loſe a far greaterNumber of much better men, 
and beenllaved and betrayed, as. we well deſerve, by the 
Company we chooſe : whereas by a generous doing our Du- 
ty we ſhould better ſecure them better'd by reformation to 
our Party. 


Offibly, in the Peruſal of this Paper, ſome who are moſt 

attentive to the Importance of the Matter, may over-look 
other things, and think it very good and honeſt ; but theſe 
muſt be Men who have ſome reliſh of ſuch things But others, 
who are not much affeQted with that, wall be apt the moreto 
regard the Form, and cenſure it for rudg and ioſolent ; and 
that Iam well pleaſed they ſhould do, and as ſeverely as they. 
will : For I know no better way to convince them of a Fault 
of their own, than to make them judge themſelves in the Per- 
ſon of another. For It I be rude by plain-dealing with my 
Fellow- Creatures for their Good , who are ps but a 
little above me in ſome petty, accidental, tranſitory Advan- 
tage, . what are they who are ngt only more rude toward the 
State, but impious againſt their Crearor, or can behold ſuch 
Rudeneſs and Impiety without any Cenſure, or Endeavour to 
reſtrain it ? Muſt I be cenſured for breaking the Laws of Man, 
or but of Civility, and out ofa good Deſign ? And it is equal 
then that others ſhall be permitted in impudent. Contempt 
of the Religion of the State, and impious violation of the 
Laws of Almighty God ? Therefore thou art 'inexcuſable, O 


Man, whoſoever thou art that juageſt ; for wherein thou judgeſt - 

another, go condemneſt thy ſelf. And thinkeſt thou, b Men 

that judgeſt ,— and doſt the ſame , that thou ſhalt eſcape them 

Judgment of Goa? Or aeſpiſeſt thou, &C. — 
FN 4 $ 


